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WISCONSIN FAMILY LAW STATUTES 
 

This document, created by the End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin — Wisconsin Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence — Legal Department, does not constitute legal advice. 

 
 
• Adoption  

48.40   Definitions 
48.81   Who may be adopted 
48.82   Who may adopt 
48.83   Jurisdiction and venue 
48.88   Notice of hearing; investigation 
48.91   Hearing; order 
48.97   Adoption orders of other jurisdictions 

 
See 48.81 to 48.975 for information on adoption of minors 
See 882.01 to 882.04 for information on adoption of adults 

 
• Child Support 

767.511  Child support  
767.077  Support for dependent child   
DWD 40  Child support guidelines  
DWD 43  Child support administrative enforcement  

 
• Civil Procedure – Commencement of Action and Venue 

  Chapter 801  
 

• Custody 
48.435   Custody of children  
767.41   Custody and physical placement 
767.43   Visitation rights of certain persons  
948.31   Interference with custody by parent or others  
Chapter 822  Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act (UCCJA) 
2005 Wis. Act 130 Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act 

(UCCJEA) 
28 U.S.C. 1738A Full faith and credit given to child custody  

 
• Divorce 

Chapter 767  Action Affecting the Family 
767.001(1f)  Definition of divorce  
767.35   Judgment of divorce or legal separation  
767.323  Suspension of proceedings to effect reconciliation  

 767.12(2)  Definition of irretrievable breakdown  
767.61   Property division  

 
• Family Court Services 

767.405  
 

• Family Support 
767.531   Family support  

 Chapter 769  Uniform Interstate Family Support Act  
 

http://folio.legis.state.wi.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=41820354&infobase=stats.nfo&j1=48.40&jump=48.40
http://folio.legis.state.wi.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=30066866&infobase=stats.nfo&j1=48.81&jump=48.81
http://folio.legis.state.wi.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=30066866&infobase=stats.nfo&j1=48.82&jump=48.82
http://folio.legis.state.wi.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=30066866&infobase=stats.nfo&j1=48.83&jump=48.83
http://folio.legis.state.wi.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=41820531&infobase=stats.nfo&j1=48.88&jump=48.88
http://folio.legis.state.wi.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=41820531&infobase=stats.nfo&j1=48.89&jump=48.91
http://folio.legis.state.wi.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=30066866&infobase=stats.nfo&j1=48.97&jump=48.97
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/767/VI/511
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/1999/statutes/statutes/767/077
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/misc/chr/lrb_filed/cr_03_022_final_rule_filed_with_lrb_part_1.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/register/1999/523b/insert/dwd43.pdf
http://folio.legis.state.wi.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=29268663&infobase=stats.nfo&j1=Ch.%20801&jump=Ch.%20801
http://folio.legis.state.wi.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=30068859&infobase=stats.nfo&j1=48.435&jump=48.435
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/767/V/41
http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=WI:Default&d=stats&jd=767.43
http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=WI:Default&d=stats&jd=948.31
http://folio.legis.state.wi.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=29268663&infobase=stats.nfo&j1=Ch.%20822&jump=Ch.%20822
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2005/related/acts/130
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/28/1738A
http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=WI:Default&d=stats&jd=767.001
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http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/767/IV/35
http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=WI:Default&d=stats&jd=767.323
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/1997/statutes/statutes/767/12/2
http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=WI:Default&d=stats&jd=767.61
http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=WI:Default&d=stats&jd=767.405
http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=WI:Default&d=stats&jd=767.531
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• Full Faith and Credit 
28 U.S.C. 1738A Full faith and credit given to child custody 
28 U.S.C. 1738B Full faith and credit for child support orders 

 
• Guardian Ad Litem for Minor Children 

767.407  
 

• Marriage 
 Chapter 765  Marriage  
 767.313  Annulment  

767.18   Actions to affirm marriage  
 

• Mediation  
802.12(1)(e)  Definition of mediation for alternative dispute resolution 
767.405(1)(a)  Definition of mediation for family court services 
904.085(3)  Inadmissibility of mediation communications 

 
• Paternity 

767.80   Determination of paternity  
767.813  Summons  

 767.82   Paternity procedures  
 767.84   Genetic tests in paternity actions 

767.89   Paternity judgment  
767.805  Voluntary acknowledgement of paternity 

 
• Revision of Orders 

767.59   Revision of support and maintenance orders  
767.451  Revision of legal custody and physical placement orders  
767.461  Revisions agreed to by stipulation  

 
• Spousal Support 

767.56   Maintenance  
767.23 Temporary orders for support of spouse and children; suit 

money; attorney fees 
767.61   Property division 

 
• Summons 

801.09 - 801.13  
  

• Temporary Orders 
767.225(1)  

 
• Termination of Parental Rights 

48.40 – 48.437 
 
NOTE TO READER: If you are unable to locate a statute through the links provided on this page 
or if you believe a link on this page is outdated, you can go to the website 
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/stats.html and click on “The Updated Wisconsin Statutes 
and Annotations” to look for a particular statute. 
 
See the document entitled Finding Wisconsin Statutes on the Internet, found in this section, for 
more detailed instructions. 
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